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      What Does That Verse Really Mean? 
 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
 there am I in the midst of them.”  --Matt. 18:20 
                               

      This verse is often used to give   
      context to a small prayer meeting 
      or church service. Someone might  
      say something like “There are just  
      a few of us here tonight, but we 
      are glad that we don’t have to 
      have a huge crowd for God to  
      listen to us. After all, Jesus   
      promises, ‘Where two or more are  
      gathered in my name, I am there.”  This sounds comforting but 
      what if there is only one who is praying in isolation?  Does that 
      mean Jesus is not there? Let’s look at the text. 
 
      Matthew 18:15–17 tells how to deal with sin in the church; it is a  
      passage on what is commonly called “church discipline”: “If your  
      brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between 
      the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But 
      if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every 
      matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 
      witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if 
      they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would 
      a pagan or a tax collector. 
 
      Verse 18 then gives assurance that, when this process is followed, 
      God is working in it: “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 
      be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
      in heaven.” And then, verses 19–20 give a final assurance: “Again,  
      truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they  
      ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where  
      two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 
 
      The context of “where two or three are gathered together in my  
      name, (Matt. 18:20) has to do with church discipline and the  
      confrontation of the wayward sinner. In verse 16, the principle has  
      been invoked of needing “two or three witnesses” in making an  
      accusation.  
 
      Jesus cites the Old Testament Law (Deut. 19:15) that said an  
      accusation from a single individual is insufficient to bring action 
      in a criminal case. However, two or three witnesses who agree are  
      sufficient to establish a matter. The law in Deuteronomy regulated 
      a human court. Jesus applies this to the “heavenly court.” When the 
      erring brother or sister in the church is confronted by “two or three 
      witnesses” and refuses to repent, these witnesses bring the matter 
      before the church.  
 
      Jesus assures us that, when this happens, it is not just the witnesses 
      who are bringing action against the wrongdoer, but He is there with  
      them.  Church discipline is sanctioned by both the Father and the Son. 
      This is important because we live in an age when it is not fashionable  
      to confront or “judge” anyone’s lifestyle as sinful. Those who do step  
      forward to call out sin in the church can take heart in the fact that  
      they are not acting alone; Christ is with them in the endeavor.

In This World You Will Have Trouble 
 
Every Christian can absolutely expect to face trouble, trial, 
hardship, or suffering. It’s hard to predict what form it will take 
in your life, but we know when Jesus said, "In this world you 
will have trouble," we should absolutely take him at his word. 
 
Most of us know this from our own experience—the longer you live 
in this fallen world, the more kinds of trouble you face. But if we 
ever doubt it, all we need to do is look at the people in Scripture, 
including great men and women of the faith, even including our 
Lord himself. All of them went through times of trial and 
persecution and suffering. It is a normal part of life in this fallen 
world. 
 
Although God often protects us from harm and delivers us when 
we are in danger, he 
does not promise us 
a trouble-free life. In 
fact, we can expect 
problems, 
disappointments, 
and mistreatment, 
just as Jesus told his 
followers: 
 

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world. (John 16:33) 
                                                  

Since God has warned that you will go through hard times, don’t be 
surprised when you go through them. If you think Christians should 
not experience serious problems, you are setting yourself up for 
disappointment, depression, and anger. 
 
There’s no need to go through life constantly fearing that you are 
about to suffer at any moment. But it’s wise to realize that 
disappointments and problems inevitably will come your way. If 
you expect them, you are better prepared to respond in a godly 
manner. 
 
Although Jesus was (and is) the Son of God, he faced many 
hardships and trials when he was on the earth.  

• He did not own a home (Matthew 8:20). 

• His friends deserted him (Matthew 26:14-16, 69-75). 

• He was falsely accused (Matthew 12:22-24 and Mark 14:57-59). 

• He was tortured (Matthew 27:27-31). 

• He was crucified (Matthew 27:32-50). 

• He bore our sins upon himself (Luke 24:45-47). 
 
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for him. (Philippians 1:29) 
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Words of Encouragement 
    

any are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivers him out of the all. (Ps.34:19) Praise 
The Lord Precious Saints of God! 2019, like past 

years, brought many challenges, but God, according to His 
richness in mercy, has seen fit to bring us through another 
year. 
 
I can recall the fear and apprehension around Y2K and 
now two decades have passed, we still have God and His 
Word and we are all able to stand as believers and 
bless His awesome and holy name. 
 
This year I encourage you to rest in 
the promises of God, talk to Him 
about the things you don’t 
understand but stay open to how He 
may answer you. He may not always 
answer in the way you expect, but 
when you ask, He will answer in His 
way and in his time. 
 

Worship Him and praise Him even 
in the difficult times because it 
helps to stay focused on Him and clear 
the air of discouragement, fear, doubt and worry. 
I am believing and trusting that 2020 will be a year of 
joy, clarity of vision, healing and abundant insight into 
the things of God and His kingdom. 
 
Walk closely with Him and encourage others to do the 
same. Spread the love of God and remember the joy of 
the Lord is our strength.   
 
Thank you to each and every one for your tireless effort and 
the support you give so unselfishly. Although we may be few 
in number “let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near.” (Heb 10:24-25) 
 
As we enter this first quarter of the new year, please know 
that with God, nothing shall be impossible. May the Lord 
bless and keep you throughout the year and far exceed your 
expectations in 2020 and beyond. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Kathy  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

orship is defined as a feeling or expression of 
reverence and adoration for a deity. 
Why do we lift our hands as a form of worship? 

There are other forms – kneeling, dancing; but for the sake of 
space, let’s just focus on lifting our hands in worship as an 
external show of our willingness to surrender our hearts to God; 
a release of something; yielded; letting go; a freedom.  
 
We know worship is not limited to singing together on Sunday 
mornings, it is also expressed during prayer and while 
meditating on the goodness of God. Psalm 63:4 gives an idea of 
an external form of worship. “So, I will bless you as long as I live; 
in your name I will lift up my hands.” And, for sure, there are 
other scriptures to support lifting our hands as a form of 
worship. Consider Psalm 28:1; Psalm 88:9; Psalm 119:48; Psalm 
141:1-2; and Psalm 143:6 
 
As you read these scriptures, take a minute - right where you 
are - to lift your hands to worship our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
gratitude for all He has done!  He is worthy of all the praise.    

M 
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• Community Awareness Day 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 
CFLS Guest Speaker 

• Church Business Meeting 
Sunday, February 16, 2020 
(Following morning service, MEMBERS ONLY please) 

• Health & Wellness Tree Workshop 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 
10:00 – 11:30am 
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     Focus: Women Re-entering Society After Incarceration 
 
     Community Family Life Services has been in existence since   
      1969 and is a nonprofit that provides children, families, and 
      adults with the tools they need to move themselves  
      beyond poverty and homelessness, and also supports  
      women who are returning home following a period of 
      incarceration by assisting them as they move into 
      permanent self-sufficiency.  
 

     CFLS has two primary goals: to provide short-term crisis  
      assistance; and to empower individuals and families to  
      change their lives over the long term. Their programs and 
      services include transitional housing, mentoring for  
      individuals and families, employment coaching and  
      placement, case management, family education, and  
      emergency services such as food and clothing distribution. 
 

     Throughout the year, CFLS hosts a number of special events 
      aimed at raising funds and educating the community about  
      the causes and consequences of homelessness, and the  
      unique plights faced by women reintegrating back into 
      society after a period of incarceration. 
 

     When the women return, the need for clothing and other items 
     is great. CFLS always has a consistent flow of clients coming in 
     for clothes, hygiene products and other emergent but basic 
     needs. One of the greatest needs is for hygiene products. CFLS  
     is in the process of creating small welcome kits for women 
    coming home from incarceration.  
 
     During the months of February and March, Refuge wants to  
     help by collecting the following items to donate to CFLS.  
 

• Travel size soap, deodorant, toothpaste, mouthwash, powder, 
lotion, shampoo, hair products for men and women. 

• Underwear for men and women (of all sizes) 
• Feminine hygiene products (pads/tampons) 

  
     A CFLS guest speaker will join us Sunday, March 29 for 
     Community Awareness Day!  Check out the good work of  
     CFLS at: https://www.cflsdc.org/hygiene-drive  
   
     A box for these items will be placed in the sanctuary. Any 
     donations of these products will be gratefully appreciated.  
 
     Thank you for your support in any capacity. 
 
   
 
   

 
 

 
 
     Sunday Morning Prayer 8:45 
      Sunday School: 9:00 – 10:00am 
      Service 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
 
      Bible Study – Every other Thursday 

• January 16 and 30 
• February 13 and 27 
• March 12 and 26 

 
      Saturday Morning Prayer 
      The church is open for prayer from 8-9am 
    
      Women’s Quarterly Prayer – Second Sunday from 8 -9 am 

• March 8, 2020 
• June 14, 2020 
• September 13, 2020 
• December13, 2020 

 
 
Our Leadership Team: 
R. Lamont and Kathy Settles, Sr. Pastor 
Orlando and Denise Edwards, Pastor 
Jessie and Deborah Lynch-Butler, Elder 
Gary and Deborah Randolph, Elder 
Raphael and Robin Rice, Deacon/Deaconess 

 
Contact Us 
Address: 3618 Olney Laytonsville Road, Olney MD 20832 
Facebook: Refuge Church of Olney (like us on Facebook) 
Website: refugeinolney.com 
Phone: 301.924.2477 
Email: Refugechurch@msn.com 
Prayer Requests: Email us at refugeroc@gmail.com 
Online Giving: www.givelify.com 

 

Serving Our Community; Serving You 
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