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May 2021 

 

Dear Family and Friends, 

 

The Youth Ministry and Social Justice Committee at Refuge Church cordially invite you to join us for 

an important celebration.  

 

June 19th, now known as Juneteenth, and observed primarily by African Americans in 47 states, is an 

important part of American history to celebrate the freedom of the enslaved.  Refuge Church would be 

honored if you would join us to celebrate this African American history, culture, and progress through 

spoken words, poetry, other recitations, and songs of praise to God.  

 

On September 1, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation that 

officially ended the Civil War and slavery in the United States.  However, in the most remote of the 

slave states, such as Texas, slaves did not get word that the Civil War had ended and the enslaved had 

been freed until two and a half years later on June 19, 1865? This great news was met with rejoicing, 

praises to God and a hope for a different future.  

 

We, too, will thank God as we remember and celebrate this aspect of American, and African American 

History.  Please join us as we enjoy a “bring your own lunch” celebration on Saturday, June 19, 2021 

from 12:00 – 2:00 pm. 

 

We invite you to share this information broadly throughout your church congregation. This is a FREE 

event; however, we need participants to RSVP to RefugechurchE@gmail.com by June 4, 2021 with 

the following information: 
 

Family Name:  _____________________________________ 

# of People Attending:  _______ 
 

Please check one and include in your reply 

_________ My family and I prefer to sit at a table. 

_________ My family and I prefer to sit on the lawn with our own blanket and/or chairs.  

 

Thank you for providing the information above so we will be prepared to serve you. 

 

Please note that Coronavirus guidelines will be implemented, with families seated together at tables 

and/or on their own blanket or chair on the church lawn.  All individuals must wear masks unless they 

are eating.  

 

Again, we look forward to fellowshipping with you at Refuge Church on Saturday, June 19, 2021 from 

12:00 noon-2:00 p.m.  SAVE THE DATE, RSVP, and we’ll save you a place for this special 

celebration of freedom! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Orlando Edwards 

Pastor Orlando Edwards 
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