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December 2020 

Dear Refuge Family, 

It’s almost hard to believe that we are in December, the last month of the 4th quarter of 2020.  

I commend each of you for enduring the manifold challenges that we all have experienced 
this year. Even though we are still in the throes and feeling the pressures of maintaining and 

trusting God for the journey, we have not surrendered.  Amen! 

Paraphrased,1 Corinthians 9: 24-25 states that we are all in a race but only one wins. 

However, since we are in Christ, we are all in the winner’s shoes, having each done our part 

in running the race, individually and collectively.  

In January 2020, we set goals, as any ministry would do, to successfully grow and move 
forward. I can say, with confidence, that our deep faith in the Lord’s strength and provision 

has been our anchor through every Euroclydon (a tempestuous northeasterly wind) that rose 

up in our pathway.  

Two months later, March 2020, the world encountered the devastating Coronavirus, which 
abruptly shut down businesses, Worship assemblies, everything!  Hospitals were over-

crowded with COVID victims and essential products could not be found on the shelves in 

the grocery stores. It was an unprecedented time for us. Nevertheless, we remained strong.   

Before that month ended, our dear, beloved Pastor R. Lamont Settles transitioned after 34 ½ 
years of faithfully leading and serving all of us.  We huddled together as best we could at that 

time to comfort Pastor Kathy, the family and one another.  That was very hard. 

We thank God for the solid teaching we have received at Refuge. Drawing upon what we 

have learned and our relationship with Christ we were able to keep standing and press on. 

Still enduring Covid19, the 2nd and 3rd quarter of the year we were unable to come together in 
person, but we were able to stay connected, as we became more proficient and effective in 

utilizing ZOOM and Facebook. Using these platforms provided opportunity for us to stay 

connected, get closer and dive into the word of God together.   

Sadly, during this season, we lost our long-time supporting compatriot Mother Johnnie 
McClain, and other deeply loved relatives of our members: Damaris’ mom, Debbie O’s sister 

and Sis Dee Foster’s sister. Again, we huddled as best we could to comfort and draw strength 

from one another, knowing God would keep us.  
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In August, we sanitized the church in preparation for a soft reopening. The Elders held 
service together in the sanctuary.  In September, we were hit with another heavy blow when, 
suddenly, The Lord called Elder Jessie Butler home. It was a hard, hard ‘wind’ we endured. 

We huddled again to comfort Deborah, Ericka, Jonathan, the family, and one another. The 
Lord reminded us to stay the course, so with heavy hearts, we were encouraged to press 

onward.  

Despite the challenges, difficulties, disappointments, and heartbreaks of this year, we can 

thank God for some progress.    We completed the front steps, completed the entire rear 
deck, we sanitized the building and purchased necessary items in compliance with the CDC 

and the State of Maryland, we formed a Social Justice Team to be a voice in driving change 

in the community, state and country as it relates to injustices, in October, we hosted our first 

successful quarterly Men’s Conference on ZOOM and, we met 85% of our budget this year, 

despite Covid.   

In closing, even though this has been a tough year, we have seen our God do exceedingly 
and abundantly more than we could ever ask or think. He has provided, comforted, 

strengthened and empowered us to do that which He has called us to do. We can graciously 

proclaim, ‘to God be the glory for all the things He has done for us!’ 

As we look forward, our goals are (1) to continue studying together using Zoom and 
Facebook, (2) to strengthen our Youth Ministry by connecting with young people, engaging 

them in serving, and establishing training groups to support their specific needs or interests, 
(3) to be intentional about connecting with and serving our community, (4) to undergird our 
Social Justice Team as we raise our voice against injustice, (5) to continue being good 

stewards of the Lord’s finances, (6) to look to the Ministry of Education to continue to set 
levels of instruction and practical application of the Word to inspire continued growth and 

maturity and (7) to pray for the Leadership Team as we submit ourselves to consistent prayer 
and the study of God’s word for clarity in teaching and obeying our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ as it relates to our Refuge Family and those whose lives we touch. 

Denise and I are grateful to each of you and we want to thank you for your support and 

perseverance. Together, we have been prepared and equipped to do all that the Lord has 
destined for us to do. Thank you for your continued support and encouragement. It’s deeply 

appreciated. 

With much love, 

Pastor Orlando  

Pastor Orlando D. Edwards 

 

mailto:refugechurch@msn.com

